Rutherford County Airport Authority Minutes 

July 9, 2013

Present:  Authority members – Bob Howard, Chairman: Keith Hunter, Vice Chairman; Jamie Lou Padgett, Bob Ralph and Kyle Hankison.

Also present:  Beth Miller, Airport Authority attorney; James Luther, WK Dickson; Chris Roach, George and Jane Ronan, Bill and Kathy Eckler, Steven Betz, George Padgett, Robert Koone, Jim Wheaton, Matt Clark, Daily Courier, and Brooke Watson.

Bob H. welcomed everyone to the meeting. Jamie Lou led in prayer and the pledge of allegiance followed.

Minutes – Bob H. motioned to approve the minutes and all were in favor. 

Public Comments – No comments.

Old Business

WK Dickson Update

Airport Manager’s Report

Maintenance Issues If Any- Sims Property is planning on installing the steel poles in front of the LP Tanks.

Fuel Sales-Chris Roach reported sales of 5,525 gallons of fuel.

New Business

Election of Officers- Jamie Lou motioned for the officers to stay as is until the August meeting.  The vote was Jamie Lou Padgett, Keith Hunter, Bob Howard, Kyle Hankinson in favor and Bob Ralph not in favor.

Bob Ralph stated that he would like for Kyle Hankinson to take on some of the responsibilities as a manager.  Kyle stated that he would look into seeing what it involved. 

Tower Construction (2)- Bob H. spoke about two towers being built in the area; one on W. Main Street, Forest City and the other Old US 74 Hwy.  He says that there isn’t an issue with the towers being in the flying pattern.   James Luther stated that Bob H. should request a contract letter from the FFA reference the location of the tower being approved. 

Proposal for Lease of Flight School Building-Bob Ralph spoke about a letter for a temporary lease to Rob Craig.  Bob H. referenced the rules and regulations which state the requirement of having at least one dual equipped aircraft would need to be met prior to consideration.  Additionally,  section 9.3 requires the airport authority to provide the commercial operation to a commercial lease/contract. It was requested that council prepare such lease/contract. 

Damage to Neighbors Property-Bob H. stated that he turn the water problem with the Loving Care Kennels over to David Odom, who is the engineer for the water line project.  Bob H. requested a copy of the bills that the Loving Care Kennels had incurred.

Use of County Employees- Bob H. stated that the County Manager was made aware of the issue and suggested that the authority move to not allow  county employees to be used for private business because of the potential liability to the airport and county if a loss was to occur.

Bob Ralph stated that the airport authority should encourage businesses not discouraged them.

Examine Potential Commercial Lease Agreement- Bob H. stated to table the issue until the next meeting and let Keith Merritt and Beth Miller look over the lease agreement.

House Bill 290-Bob H. stated if the county commissioners take over there will be no airport authority other than the commissioners and that there was no need for the authority to vote on the issue.  Bob Ralph would like to see the commissioners take over.
Keith Hunter and Bob Ralph continued the discussion of the topic.

Adjourned 6:16

