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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY HELD AT THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY AIRPORT ON NOVEMBER 19, 2013 AT 5:30 PM.

PRESENT:
CHAIRMAN WILLIAM ECKLER


VICE CHAIRMAN GREG LOVELACE


EDDIE HOLLAND


JULIUS OWENS


ROGER RICHARD
* * * * * * * * * * 

CALL TO ORDER/ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
 Chairman Eckler called the meeting to order and Vice Chairman Lovelace led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS

David Reno spoke about the lease agreements of the hangar owners not being incompliance with the rules and regulations of the authority.  He felt that the authority should be held accountable for these issues.

David Reno also spoke about grandfathering existing for commercial operators and stated that was a violation of FFA rules.
Minutes/October 15, 2013

Julius Owens made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2013 and Vice Chairman Lovelace seconded.  The motion passed with Chairman Eckler, Vice Chairman Lovelace, Owens and Holland voting aye; Member Richard voting no; no Airport Authority Member excused; and no Airport Authority Member absent. 

Financial Report

County Manager Carl Classen reported on the revenues and expenditures through October 31, 2013.  The County Manager noted that some of the numbers were not in line because of the high level of fuel sales. There were no questions about the financial report.

Airport Operations Report

Chris Roach reported fuel sales for the month of October to be 7827.04 gallons.   He also mentioned that there was a turnout of about 170 people for the JAARS fly in on October 26th and 27th.   He has also heard from other business who may be interested in sponsoring other events to bring people to the airport. 

Chris Roach reported that the Department of Agriculture performed the random pollution test.   The results were the best condition in five years. 

Chris Roach spoke about reviewing the protective clothing policy with Judy Toney and looking into purchasing hard hats for all the employees.

Lease Overview

Beth Miller reviewed the role and status of the leases at the airport.  She also stated there are two commercial operations that have been allowed to be at the airport for some time but the grounded leases do not cover those operations.  The current rules and regulations allow for commercial operations and there is an application process to allow commercial operations.  To continue theses operations need an amendment to the current ground leases that provides for commercial operations consistent with Airport rules.
Board Members asked questions:
Member Julius Owens asked if Planewerks and CAAMS were the only two commercial operators at this time.  They are the only two at this time and they both own hangars.

Vice Chairman Lovelace asked if there was an issue with subleasing the hangars.  Beth Miller stated that nothing had been brought to her attention about subleasing.

Member Owens asked if there was an issue with the commercial operators having insurance.  Beth Miller stated that the insurance requirements were up to the Airport Authority and at this time the rules and regulations show that the operators need general liability insurance.
County Manager Carl Classen stated that no action is required at this time.

Fuel Policy
Chairman Eckler recommended review the fuel policy at the next meeting because of the County Manager and Chris Roach are still collecting responses from customers.  If the fuel policy is approved it will go into effect January 1st, 2014.

The fuel flowage proposal would work as follows:


Prepayment for Jet A (no pre-payment plan for 100LL)



$2,500 to 7,499
Price of fuel:  Current Cost plus 40 cents and taxes



$7,500 to over
Price of fuel:  Current Cost plus 15 cents and taxes


Current cost equals the price of the fuel delivered plus a 20-cent per gallon operations charge.  

Pre-payments would not be recorded as revenue until the fuel is pumped into the aircraft.  This reduces monthly fluctuations and does not overstate revenues.  Pre-payments will be carried as a liability until the fuel is sold (put into an aircraft).

Accounts shall be established by tail number, not by payee or user.


Only aircraft taxed at Rutherford County Airport shall be eligible for the pre-pay program.


Each year, the County would advise pre-payers of their balance and request notice whether the pre-payer wanted to continue the balance or have it refunded.


This program would commence December 1, 2013

Vice Chairman Lovelace suggested allowing anyone to participate instead of only aircraft that are housed at Rutherford County Airport.  That would help to encourage outside customers to return to the County and spend money here.
Member Owens made a motion to table fuel policy until the December meeting and Member Holland second.  The motion passed with Chairman Eckler, Vice Chairman Lovelace, Owens, Holland and Richard voting aye; no Airport Authority Member voting no; no Airport Authority Member excused; and no Airport Authority Member absent.
Use of Property
County Manager Carl Classen spoke about two unused parcels which one is the Edwards property and the other is the Owens property.  The Edwards property is not in any condition to be used and the former Owens property the house is in general good condition but the Division of Aviation wants the property cleared since the structures are in the RPZ.  County Manager recommends tearing down the Edwards property and to put the house on the Owens property up for bid to be moved and to take down the out building.  County Manager stated that the Division of Aviation discourages the county to rent the property because of the RPZ.

Vice Chairman Lovelace made a motion to tear down the Edwards property and to put the Owens property up for bid to move the house and tear down the out building; Member Holland second.  The motion passed with Chairman Eckler, Vice Chairman Lovelace, Holland, and Richard  voting aye; no Airport Authority Member voting no; Airport Authority Member Owens excused; and no Airport Authority Member absent.
RPZ Obstruction Presentation by James Luther and Jason Ruff

Jason Ruff stated that there are two obstructions that need to be cleared that are between 6ft to 11ft trees that are in the RPZ according to the current survey from the FFA.  The ordinance from 1981 states that the Chief Building Inspector is responsible for clearing any obstructions located in the RPZ.  The Building Inspections office will contact the property owner to receive permission to clear the obstruction and if the property owner doesn’t comply the county will proceed with a written notice of violation letter.  .

County Manager Carl Classen stated that the ordinance was established by the Board of Commissioners and enforced by county staff but it affects the airport.  The property owners can appeal to the Airport Appeals Board and if not satisfied then can appeal to the Supreme Court. At this time there is a vacancy on the Airport Appeals Board which needs to be filled.  County Manager stated that if the owners agree to sign the easement to the airport there will be no cost to the owner for the removal of the obstructions

Chairman Eckler asked if clearing these two obstructions would certify the GQS. Jimmy Luther stated that these two trees are the only obstructions at this time.

Member Richard asked if there had been any study to see if there were any preexisting agreements for removal.  Jason Ruff stated that there were no easements on this property at this time. 


No action is required at this time.


RECESS


6:16 P.M.
-
Recess


6:22 P.M.
-
Reconvene
Closed Session Property Acquisition NCGS 143-318-11(a)(5). And Closed Session Attorney Client Privilege NCGS 143-318-11(a)(3).
Julius Owens moved and Vice Chairman Lovelace seconded to go into closed session regarding attorney client privilege pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3). The motion passed with Chairman Eckler, Vice Chairman Lovelace, Holland, Owens and Richard voting aye; no Airport Authority Member voting no; no Airport Authority Member excused; and no Airport Authority Member absent. 
Carl Classen asked the board, Beth, Jimmy Luther and Brooke to remain.

Closed Session 

-
6:22
Jimmy Luther was excused from the room for the closed session Attorney Client Privilege NCGS 143-318-11(a)(3).



Closed Session

-
6:32
Return to Open Session
-
6:42
ADJOURNMENT


Julius Owens moved to adjourn.  Vice Chairman Lovelace seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Chairman Eckler, Vice Chairman Lovelace, Owens, Holland and Richard voting aye; no Airport Authority Member voting no; Airport Authority Member Owens excused; and no Airport Authority Member absent. 

6:44 P.M.
-
Adjourned.
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Chairman, Airport Authority
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Vice Chairman, Airport Authority
Attest:
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Secretary to the Airport Authority
