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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY HELD AT THE RUTHERFORD COUNTY AIRPORT ON JANUARY 21, 2014 AT 5:30 PM.

PRESENT:
CHAIRMAN GREG LOVELACE


VICE CHAIRMAN EDDIE HOLLAND


WILLIAM ECKLER


ROGER RICHARD
ABSENT:
JULIUS OWENS
* * * * * * * * * * 

CALL TO ORDER/ PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairman Lovelace called the meeting to order and Vice Chairman Holland led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Absent Member
Bill Eckler made a motion to excuse Julius Owens from the meeting as he was away on County-related business.  Vice Chairman Holland seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Chairman Lovelace, Vice Chairman Holland, Eckler, Airport Authority Member Bo Richard voting no; and Airport Authority Member Owens excused. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS

David Reno said he was requesting answers to the questions he had asked in previous months.  
Minutes/December 17, 2013
Bill Eckler made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 17, 2013 meeting and Vice Chairman Holland seconded.  The motion passed with Chairman Lovelace, Vice Chairman Holland, Eckler and Richard voting aye; no Airport Authority Member voting no; and Airport Authority Member Owens excused. 

Financial Report
County Manager Carl Classen reported on the revenues and expenditures through December 31, 2013.  There were no questions about the financial report.

Airport Operations Report
Chris Roach reported fuel sales for the month of December were 5260.98 gallons and prepaid customers were 41,000 gallons.   
Chris Roach stated that there had been 3 hunters to hunt on the property during deer season.  He also spoke about a semiannual fuel audit that all the recommendations had been completed.
Organizational Review
County Manager Carl Classen gave an update on the Organizational Review and discussed scanning Airport documents and indexing the boxes of documents in the basement at the airport.  He stated the cost for scanning would cost approximately $4400 and that there would need to be a budget amendment for the monies.

Bo Richard mentioned the missing minutes from the 80’s and that the issued needed to be turned over to the Sheriff’s department.  He stated that all documents needed to be scanned and organized.  He also stated that the tapes that where found were insufficient.

Bo Richard made a motion to scan all found documents and allow Sheriff’s department to look into the missing minutes and report back.  The motion failed due to lack of a second.
Hearing no objection, Chairman Lovelace directed that a further report on the missing minutes from the 1980’s be given by the County Manager at the February meeting.
Tree Clearing Update
Chief Building Official Jason Ruff has met with affected property owners regarding trees that have grown into the runway protection zone.  Mr. Ruff said he had signed agreements to clear some of the trees that are an obstruction and stated that the Building Inspections office would be responsible for enforcing any issues with property owners that were not in compliance.
Building Removal Update
Jimmy Luther, WK Dickson, spoke about buildings to be cleared from the Edwards and Owens properties, plus removing the trees to the ground would be in a bid package.  He stated that no additional funds were needed at this time as funding is included in the grants.

Airport Advisory Council
Chairman Lovelace discussed the idea of creating an advisory council to assist the Board on policy recommendations regarding the Airport.  County Manager Carl Classen stated there had been a suggestion to create an airport advisory council consisting of stakeholders or others interested in the airport and that this committee would make recommendations on policies and improvements at the Airport.
Chairman Lovelace asked other Board members to speak with people about the idea and that the topic would be on the March agenda.

Boy Scouts of America Camp Over
Russell Hyde addressed the Board about the Boy Scouts camp-over at the Airport and that there would not be any expense to the County.  

Bill Eckler made a motion to authorize plans for the Boy Scouts of America to use the airport and for the Boy Scouts to execute a liability waiver.  Vice Chairman Holland seconded.  The motion passed with Chairman Lovelace, Vice Chairman Holland, Eckler, and Richard voting aye; no Airport Authority Member voting no; and Airport Authority Member excused absent. 


Forest Service Lease
After discussion regarding the value of the NC Forest Service operations at the Airport and the need to have a fully executed lease with the Forest Service, Bill Eckler made a motion for a new lease agreement for 30 years with the property the Forest Service is on now.  Vice Chairman Holland seconded.  The motion passed with Chairman Lovelace, Vice Chairman Holland, Eckler, and Richard voting aye; No Airport Authority Member voting no; and Airport Authority Member Owens excused.
Keys to Locks
Bo Richard asked whether the Airport should have keys to all the hangars so the Airport could conduct regular hangar inspections.  Airport Authority Attorney Beth Miller stated it is not appropriate to request for keys to the hangars.  The Airport Authority can schedule a time with the hangar owners to inspection them.  

Chris Roach stated that the airport does have a few hangar keys but only because the hangar owners will call ahead and ask for someone to put fuel in their plane and have it ready for them to leave.  

Hearing no objection, Chairman Lovelace asked the Airport Authority to develop a release form for interested hangar owners to sign that would allow the Airport to keep a key to the owner’s hangar for the purpose of servicing their aircraft, when requested.

Inspecting Hangars Inside and Out
Airport Authority Attorney Beth Miller stated that under the 40 year lease the airport authority has a right to inspect the hangars.

Bo Richard asked if the hangars had been inspected recently.  The attorney stated that she believed the last board inspected all the hangars last year.
Jason Ruff from the Building Inspections office stated that State-required fire inspections of the hangars were completed in 2013.  He also stated that the fire extinguishers should be inspected yearly by the owners.
Easement on Bee Hive Drive
Bo Richard asked about an easement on Bee Hive Drive.  Beth Miller stated that there was an easement on Bee Hive Drive but there was an error in the original paperwork from 1978 which was the County assigned the easement instead of the Airport Authority.
Bill Eckler made a motion to correct the paperwork for the easement by the airport attorney and Vice Chairman Holland seconded.  The motion passed with Chairman Lovelace, Vice Chairman Holland, Eckler and Richard voting aye; no Airport Authority Member voting no; and Airport Authority Member Owens excused. 
RECESS
6:28 P.M.
-
Recess


6:30 P.M.
-
Reconvene
Closed Session Attorney Client Privilege NCGS 143-318-11(a)(3).
Bo Richard moved and Bill Eckler seconded to go into closed session regarding attorney client privilege pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(3). The motion passed with Chairman Lovelace, Vice Chairman Holland, Eckler, and Richard voting aye; no Airport Authority Member voting no;  and Airport Authority Member Julius Owens excused. 
Carl Classen asked the board, Beth, and Brooke to remain.

Closed Session 

-
6:30
 
Return to Open Session
-
6:37
ADJOURNMENT

Bill Eckler moved to adjourn and Vice Chairman Holland seconded the motion.  The motion passed with Chairman Lovelace, Vice Chairman Holland, Eckler and Richard voting aye; no Airport Authority Member voting no; and Airport Authority Member Owens excused.


6:37 P.M.
-
Adjourned.
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Vice Chairman, Airport Authority
Attest:

______________________________________

Secretary to the Airport Authority
