
 

COUNTY OF RUTHERFORD 

Invitation for Bid 

Bid Title:  

AMBULANCE(S) AND EQUIPMENT 

Bid Opening Date: November 14, 2013 

Bid Opening Time: 2:00 PM,      November 14, 2013 

Issued For:  

Rutherford County EMS Department 

289 North Main Street 

Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

Issued By:  

Rutherford County Finance Department 

289 North Main Street                Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

Phone: (828) 287-6085 

 



INVITATION  
Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 143-129, Rutherford County will accept sealed bids for the purchase of one (1) Type II, 

Class One (4 x 2), Configuration A ambulance(s) at the Office of the Rutherford County Board of 

Commissioners, 289 North Main Street until 2:00 PM., EST, November 14, 2013. The bids will be 

opened publicly and read aloud at 2:00 P.M, November 14, 2013. Only sealed bids will be accepted. No 

bid will be accepted after the official time and date. Copies of the specifications and bid forms may be 

obtained by applying to the Rutherford County Finance Department, phone (828) 287-6085, during 

regular business hours (8:30 AM – 5:00 PM).  Electronic copies of the specifications and this bid package 

will be available at rutherfordcountync.gov under the Emergency Services Department.  Rutherford 

County reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids. 

         Request For Bid TIMELINE  

Name of the Bid Ambulance(s) and Equipment 

Date of Issuance October 29, 2013 

Pre-Bid Meeting No Pre-Bid meeting will be scheduled 

Deadline for Questions November  11, 2013 

Deadline for Bid Submittal November  14, 2013 

Recommendation for Award December  2, 2013 

  

Method of Submittal       US Mail, Overnight Delivery or in person. 

Electronic and fax proposals are not acceptable 

Please submit bid in a SEALED envelope and clearly marked as stated below: 

 

Rutherford County 

Sealed Bid: Ambulance and Equipment 

289 North Main Street 

Rutherfordton, NC 28139 

Contact Person, Title                                  Terry Baynard, Operations Manager 

Email Address                                               terry.baynard@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Phone Numbers Phone: (828)-287-6081 

 

Contact Person, Title RaeAnn Turner, Deputy Finance Director 

mailto:terry.baynard@rutherfordcountync.gov


Email Address raeann.turner@rutherfordcountync.gov 

Phone Numbers Phone: (828) 287-6087 Fax: (828) 287-6210 



ADDENDA 

Any matter of this bid package that requires explanation or interpretation must be inquired by the 
Bidder, in writing, no later than the date and time specified in "Deadline for Questions" above. 
All questions may be emailed to RaeAnn Turner (raeann.turner@rutherfordcountync.gov) or 
Terry Baynard (terry.baynard@rutherfordcountync.gov). 

Questions will be responded to in the form of written addenda to all known Bidders. All addenda 
that you receive shall become a part of the Contract Documents and shall be acknowledged and 
dated on the bottom of the Bid Form. It is the Bidder's responsibility to ensure that all addenda 
were received. 

 
WITHDRAWAL OF BID  

Any bid may be withdrawn without prejudice prior to the official bid opening time or any 
publicized postponement thereof, or in accordance with N.C.G.S. 143-129.1. 

NOTIFICATION OF AWARD  

The successful bidder will be notified within ten (10) calendar days after the bid has been 
awarded.  Rutherford County will notify the successful bidder in writing, by a Purchase 
Order after all prerequisites and specifications have been met by the bidder and the award has 
been made. Verbal notification of the award is not considered a liable mode of notification and 
therefore shall not be recognized as an official notification. 

VENDOR'S GUARANTEE  

By submitting a bid on these specifications, the vendor binds himself to all conditions in these 
specifications, irrespective of any formalities in his order acknowledgment. No attachment or 
part may be substituted or applied contrary to manufacturer's recommendations and standard 
practice. Any variance with the specifications must be stated with the submitted bid and may, 
after review of all consequences of the variance, disqualify the bid. Accessories supplies shall be 
compiled with the rest of the equipment offered. 

Contractor guarantees that the equipment is new, unused and current year production model 
equipped as described in the minimum specifications form. Each unit delivered is guaranteed 
against faulty material and workmanship for a period of one (1) year or greater if guaranteed by 
the manufacturer for a longer period by a standard manufacturer's guarantee or if otherwise 
specified within these specifications after acceptance of delivery by Rutherford County. If 
during this period, any such faults develop, the unit or part affected is to be replaced without any 
cost to Rutherford County. 

Vehicles shall comply with all Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, National Truck 
Equipment Association (NTEA) – Ambulance Manufacturer’s Division standards, Ford 
Qualified Vehicle Modifier (QVM) Program Truck Guidelines (not limited to Ford brand 
specifications) and State of North Carolina Safety Regulations applicable to the specified vehicle on 
the date of manufacture. Any equipment or accessories required shall be factory-installed and 
shall be as represented in the manufacturer's current technical data. 

VENDOR’S PAYMENT OFFSET 



Rutherford County will have the right to offset any vendor payments due by any obligations to 
the County in arrears (i.e. taxes, etc.).  Any payments due will be offset and the amount adjusted 
accordingly. 

SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

The bidder certifies that all items or service delivered herein comply with the Federal 
Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, as applicable. 

DELIVERY COMPLETION REQUIREMENT 

The complete unit, ready for operation, is to be delivered (FOB Destination) to the 
Rutherford County Garage, 174 Fairground Rd, Spindale, NC 28160. Delivery shall be between 
the hours of 8:00 AM — 2:00 PM during normal workweek day. 

The units "Certificate of Origin" and titling forms must be made out to "Rutherford County" 

289 North Main Street, Rutherfordton, NC 28139 at time of delivery. 

Guaranteed delivery date may be considered in making the award. Any vendor who submits a 
bid on these specifications agrees to accept our purchase order and agrees to guarantee complete 
delivery within 90-120 days from date of purchase order, or as otherwise specified. The 

delivery time must be stated in the appropriate space on the Bid Form. The delivery time shall 
be all inclusive of the time required to receive the truck and other requirements necessary to 
provide the item as specified in this document. 

If delivery requirement cannot be met by the awarded vendor, as indicated on the Bid Form by 
the vendor, for each day beyond the delivery date there will be a $100.00 per day late charge 
deducted from the invoice (holidays and weekends will not be included). 

In the event that completion of the contract shall be delayed because of any labor strike on work 
stoppage, injunction or interference of any public authority, or by reason of any cause or 
circumstances beyond the control of the vendor and for which he could not have taken reasonable 
precaution, the completion date may be extended at the discretion of the County. However, the 
granting of any such extensions shall not be considered as a waiver of the requirement of timely 
completion or deemed to affect the importance of timely completion. 

ALL MERCHANDISE MUST BE SHIPPED PREPAID AND SHALL BE DELIVERED 

FOB DESTINATION. 

INSPECTIONS  

Rutherford County reserves the right to inspect all materials furnished for conformity with the 
specifications on order. The right is reserved to reject and return, at vendor's expense (to 
include re-stocking fees and risk), any unacceptable shipment. 

PRICING 

Prices submitted herein shall remain firm, regardless of make/model year changes that may occur 
as a result of manufacture/production changes, factory shutdowns, delivery schedules, etc. All 
prices shall be FOB Rutherford County Garage located at 174 Fairground Rd, Spindale, NC 
28160. Price shall include complete delivery and assembly, and all charges that may be incurred 



in fulfilling the terms of this Invitation for Bid. 

 

 

PAYMENT  

Invoices for prepaid transportation charges shall be supported by receipted freight bills. In the 
case of bids or quotations, all freight charges are borne by the bidder unless otherwise specified 
in bid. 

It is the desire of Rutherford County to pay promptly. It is the vendor's responsibility to 
submit invoices directly to the Department and address specified on the contract or as "Ship and 
Bill to" on the Purchase Order. 

Invoices shall include Purchase Order number, description of item(s), quantities, unit price, 
extended price, freight, state and local taxes, and date of delivery. Invoices not on printed 
billheads shall be signed by vendor. Purchase order number must be listed on all shipping 
labels. 
 
Invoices exceeding the limits established by this contract/purchase order or for materials or 
services not qualifying under its specifications as ordered are not subject to payment. 

Vendors must prove tax information to include vendor's full business name, address, "remit to" 
address, federal tax identification number or social security number if vendor does not have a 
federal ID number. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY  

Executive order No. 11246, as amended, relative to Equal Employment Opportunity and all other 
applicable laws, rules and regulations, including Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, are 
incorporated herein by this specific reference. In addition, all laws, rules and regulations 
applicable to the hiring of disabled veterans and veterans of the Vietnam era and of the hiring of 
individuals with physical or mental handicaps are incorporated herein by this specific reference. 

The Contractor further agrees that: 

A. in the hiring of employees for the performance of work under this contract, the contractor 
shall not discriminate against any citizen in the employment of a person qualified and 
available to perform the work under the contract or purchase order, by reason of race, color, 
religion, sex, age, handicap, national origin or ancestry; 

B. the contractor or any person acting on its behalf, shall not in any manner, discriminate 
against, intimidate, or retaliate against any employee hired for the performance of work 
under the contract on account of race, color, religion, sex, age handicap, national origin or 
ancestry; and 

C. the contractor shall include this language in all subcontracts entered into for the performance 
of the contract/purchase order. 



FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT  

Contractor warrants and represents that the goods and/or services covered by this 
contract/purchase order have been manufactured in accordance with the requirements of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act and all other applicable federal, state and municipal laws, rules and 
regulations. 

 

ALTERNATIVE BIDS  

No alternative bids will be accepted unless otherwise requested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RISK OF LOSS  

All risk of loss to the equipment shall remain with the successful bidder until title to the 
equipment passes to the County on the acceptance date. After title passes to the County, the 
County shall bear all risk of loss to the equipment. 

 

BROCHURES  

Descriptive literature will be required to substantiate the details specified in bid and to establish, 
for the purpose of bid evaluation, details of the product the bidder proposes to furnish as to 
design, materials, method of manufacture, construction, assembly or operation as appropriate. In 
addition, all differences in specifications must be itemized and clearly explained. Each exception 
will be considered by the County as to degree of impact and total effect on bid. 

The County assumes that silence to exception indicates that the item will comply with 
specifications. Should the item not comply, and the exception is not indicated, then the item 
shall be rejected when delivered. All equipment shall be given a general inspection for material, 
workmanship, and compliance with specifications prior to acceptance. Acceptance is not final 
until all specifications, with concurrence to exceptions, are met. The submission of literature 

will NOT constitute the taking of an exception nor honor any specification change. 

 

 

BRAND NAMES 

Any reference to brand names in the specifications is made to aid the bidder and indicate 
more clearly the quality desired and is not mentioned to limit or restrict the bidding to any 
particular brand. 



















































































































































BID PROPOSAL FORM 

It is the intent of this proposal to secure a bid for the equipment herein described in the 

accompanying specifications.  The bid price enclosed includes the equipment specified, freight, 

shipping, delivery and training. 

ITEM NO DESCRIPTION QUANTITY PRICE 

1 Ambulance and 

Equipment in 

accordance with 

Invitation for Bid 

issued October 21, 

2012. 

1  

$______________ 

*Do not include tax.  

Taxes should not be 

included in bid price. 

 

Manufacturer:   ___________________________________________ 

 

Model No:        ____________________________________________ 

 

Model Year:    _____________________________________________ 

 



Delivery Date: _____________________________________________ 

 

Cab and Chassis Warranty:  ___________________________________ 

 

Body Warranty: _____________________________________________ 

 

 

FOB: Destination 

 

Freight Costs:  Price shall include all shipping and transportation costs. 

 

Delivery Date:  Within __ days from date of purchase order. 

 

 

Company Name: _____________________________________________ 

 

Address:             ______________________________________________ 

 

City:  _____________________ State: ____   Zip Code: _____________ 

 

Telephone: ______________________    Fax:  ______________________ 

 

Email Address:  _______________________ 

 

BID FORM — Page 2 of 2 

 



 

By signing and submitting this Bid, the Bidder certifies that: 

 It is under no legal prohibition on contracting with Rutherford County. 

 It has no known, undisclosed conflicts of interest. 

 It has read, understands, and is in compliance with the specifications, terms and 

conditions stated herein, as well as its attachments, and any referenced documents. 

 The prices offered were independently developed without consultation or collusion with 

any of the other Bidders or potential Bidders or any other anti-competitive practices. 

 It grants Rutherford County permission to copy all parts of this Offer, including without 

limitation any documents and/or materials copyrighted by the Offeror, for Rutherford 

County's internal use in evaluating Offeror's Proposal, or in response to a public records request 

under North Carolina public records. 

 No offer of gifts, payments or other consideration were made to any County employee, 

officer, elected official, or consultant who has or may have had a role in the procurement 

process for the services and or goods/materials covered by this contract. 

 It will provide the equipment, materials or services specified in compliance with all 

Federal, State, and Local Statutes and Rules if awarded by the County. 

 The signatory is an officer or duly authorized agent of the Bidder with full power and 

authority to submit binding bids for the goods or services as specified herein. 

 It will accept such terms and conditions in a resulting contract if awarded by the County. 

 

 

Authorized Printed Name:  ____________________________________ 

 

Authorized Signature:___________________________  Date: ______________________ 

 

*Rutherford County reserves the right to accept or reject any and/or all bids. Prices submitted 

shall remain firm for a period of 60 days from bid opening date. 

 

 

 

DELIVERY ADDRESS BILLING ADDRESS 
Rutherford County EMS Department 

Attn:  Richard Pettus, Director 

174 Fairground Rd 

Spindale, NC 28160 

Rutherford County 

Attn: Paula Roach, Finance Director 

289 North Main Street 

Rutherfordton, NC 28139 
 



 

 

 



GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITION 

1. LANGUAGE, WORDS USED INTERCHANGEABLY - The word County refers to the County of Rutherford, North 

Carolina throughout this document. Similarly, Bidder, Proposer, Contractor, Vendor, Supplier refers to the 
person or company submitting an offer to sell its goods or services to the County. 

2. BID TABULATION AVAILABILITY — Bid tabulations will available after public bid opening; however, bids will be 

evaluated at a later time. 

3. BIDDER QUALIFICATIONS - No Bid shall be accepted from, and no contract will be awarded to, any person, 

firm or corporation that is in arrears to the County upon debt or contract, that is a defaulter, as surety or 
otherwise, upon any obligation to the County, or that is deemed irresponsible or unreliable by the County. If 
requested, Bidders shall be required to submit satisfactory evidence that they have a practical knowledge of the 
particular goods/services bid and that they have the necessary financial resources to provide the proposed 
goods/services as described in this Bid document. 

4. BID FORM - Each Bidder must submit an original Bid and additional copies (if required) on the forms attached. 
The Bidder shall sign his/her Bid correctly, and the Bid may be rejected if it shows any omissions, alterations of 
the form, additions not called for in the Bid, or any irregularities of any kind. In case of a discrepancy between 
the unit price and the extended price, the unit price shall prevail. 

5. SPECIFICATION DEVIATIONS BY THE BIDDER - Any deviation from the specifications MUST be noted in 

detail, and submitted in writing on the Bid Form. Completed specifications should be attached for any 
substitutions offered, or when amplifications are desirable or necessary. The absence of the specification 
deviation statement and accompanying specifications will hold the Bidder strictly accountable to the 
specifications as written herein. Failure to submit this document of specification deviation, if applicable, shall be 
grounds for rejection of the item when offered for delivery. If specifications or descriptive papers are submitted 
with Bids, the Bidder's name should be clearly shown on each document. 

6. BIDDER REPRESENTATION - Each Bidder must sign the Bid with his/her usual signature and shall give his/her 

full business address on the form provided in this Bid. 

7. COLLUSIVE BIDDING - The Bidder certifies that the bid submitted by said Bidder is done so without any 

previous understanding, agreement or connection with any person, firm, or corporation making a bid for the 
same contract, without prior knowledge of competitive prices, and it is, in all respects, fair, without outside 
control, collusion, fraud or otherwise illegal action. 

8. BROCHURES - Bids shall include adequate brochures, latest printed specifications and advertising literature, 

describing the product offered in such fashion as to permit ready comparison with our specifications on an item-
by-item basis where applicable. 

9. SPECIFICATION CHANGES, ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS - All changes in Bid documents shall be through 

written addendum and furnished to all Bidders. Verbal information obtained otherwise will NOT be considered in 

awarding of Bids. 

10. BID CHANGES - Bids, amendments thereto, or withdrawal requests received after the time advertised for Bid 

Opening, will be void regardless of when they were mailed. 

11. INDEMNIFICATION - The Contractor shall, and hereby agrees to, protect, defend, indemnify and hold harmless 

the County of Rutherford, its officers and employees from any and all claims, settlements, judgments, and 
damages of every kind and nature made, to include all costs associated with the investigation and defense of any 
claim, rendered or incurred by or on behalf of the County, its officers, and employees, that may arise, occur, or 
grow out of any errors, omissions, or negligent acts, done by the Contractor, its employees, Subcontractors or any 
independent Consultants working under the direction of either the Contractor or Subcontractor in the 
performance of this Agreement. 

12. DELIVERY DATE - The delivery time or completion date, as stated in the Bid Form, shall be the time required to 

deliver the complete item(s) after the receipt of the order or award of the Contract. Where multiple items appear 
on a Bid request, the Bidder shall, unless otherwise stated by the County, show the delivery time for each item 
separately. 



If only a single delivery time is shown, it will mean that all goods included in the Bid can and will be delivered 
on or before the specified date. The Bidder agrees that the delivery will be completed in the time stated, 
assuming that the time between the Bid Opening and the placing of the order does not exceed the number of 
days so stipulated. The right is reserved to reject any Bid in which the delivery time indicated is considered 
sufficient to delay the operational needs for which the goods/services are intended. 

13. ACCELERATED PAY DISCOUNTS - Accelerated discounts should be so stated on the Signature Page. If 

quick pay discounts are offered, the County reserves the right to include that discount as part of the award 
criteria. Prices bid must, however, be based upon payment in net thirty (30) days after receipt, inspection and 
acceptance. In all cases, quick pay discounts will be calculated from the date of the invoice or the date of 
acceptance, whichever is later. 

14. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS    Purchases under this contract beyond the end of the current fiscal year are 

contingent upon the appropriation of funds for such purposes during the ensuing fiscal year(s). 

15. BID REJECTION OR PARTIAL ACCEPTANCE - The County reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 

Bids. The County further reserves the right to waive technicalities and formalities in Bids, as well as to accept in 
whole or in part such Bids where it is deemed advisable in protection of the best interests of the County. 

16. PIGGYBACK PROCUREMENT METHOD —    Upon request, the results of this bid must be extended to any other 

Rutherford County department. In addition, the opportunity to purchase from this bid may be extended to other 
government entities. Any such usage must be in accordance with the policies of the respective entity and with 
the approval of the Contractor. The Contractor may determine it is necessary to charge delivery fees for entities 
located outside of the southeastern coast of North Carolina. The County is not an agent of, partner to, or 
representative of these entities and is not obligated or liable for any action or debts that may arise out of such 
piggyback procurements. Each entity will issue its own purchase order and be responsible for its own 
payments. 

17. BID CURRENCY/LANGUAGE -  All bid prices shall be shown in US Dollars ($). All prices must remain firm 

for the duration of the contract regardless of the exchange rate. All bid responses must be submitted in 
English. 

18. PAYMENTS   -  Payments will be made for all goods/services delivered, inspected and accepted net 30 days after 

receipt of an acceptable original invoice. 

19. MODIFICATION, ADDENDA AND INTERPRETATIONS - Any apparent inconsistencies, or any matter requiring 

explanation or interpretation, must be inquired into by the Bidder in writing prior to the deadline set for questions. 

Any and all such interpretations or modifications will be responded to in the form of written addenda. All 
addenda shall become part of the contract documents and shall be acknowledged and dated on the Signature 
Page. 

20. LAWS AND REGULATIONS  -  The Agreement shall be governed, interpreted and enforced in accordance 

with all applicable federal, State of North Carolina, and local laws, ordinances, licenses and regulations of a 
governmental body having jurisdiction and shall apply to the Agreement throughout, as the case may be. 

21. SUBCONTRACTING     -    No portion of this Bid may be subcontracted without the prior written approval by the 

County. 

22. ELECTRONIC BID SUBMITTAL —   Bid submittals sent by electronic devices (e.g. facsimile machines, e-mail) 

are not acceptable and will be rejected upon receipt. Bidders will be expected to allow adequate time for 
delivery of their bid either by airfreight, postal service, or other means. 

23. MISCELLANEOUS  -  The County reserves the right to reject any and all bids or parts thereof. The County 

reserves the right to inspect Bidder's facilities prior to the award of this bid. The County reserves the right to 
negotiate optional items with the successful Bidder. 

24. MODIFICATION OF AGREEMENT - No modification of Agreement shall be binding unless made in writing and 

signed by the County Manager in the form of a contract amendment. 

25. OVERSHIPMENTS, UNDERSHIPMENTS    -  Goods shipped in excess of quantity ordered may be returned at 

Bidder's expense. Similarly, when under-shipments are received, the County reserves the right to leave the 
purchase order/contract open until goods are received, or to close the transaction if more cost effective for the 
County. 
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26. CANCELLATION - Either party may cancel the award in the event that a petition, either voluntary or involuntary, is filed to 

declare the other party bankrupt or insolvent or in the event that such party makes an assignment for the benefit of creditors. 

27. PATENT GUARANTEE - Bidder shall, with respect to any device or composition of Bidder's design or Bidder's standard 

manufacture, indemnify and hold harmless the County, its employees, officers, and agents, from costs and damage as finally 
determined by any court of competent jurisdiction for infringement of any United States Letters Patent, by reason of the sale of 
normal use of such device or composition, provided that Bidder is promptly notified of all such actual or potential infringement 
suits, and is given an opportunity to participate in the defense thereof by the County. 

28. TERMINATION OF AWARD FOR CAUSE - If, through any cause, the Contractor shall fail to fulfill in a timely and proper 

manner its obligations or if the Contractor shall violate any of the covenants, agreements or stipulations of the award, the 
County shall thereupon have the right to terminate the award by giving written notice to the Contractor of such termination and 
specifying the effective date of termination. In that event, and as of the time notice is given by the County, all finished or 
unfinished goods/services, reports or other materials prepared by the Contractor shall, at the option of the County, become its 
property, and the Contractor shall be entitled to receive compensation for any satisfactory work completed, prepared documents 
or materials as furnished. Notwithstanding the above, the Contractor shall not be relieved of liability to the County for damage 
sustained by the County by virtue of breach of the award by the Contractor and the County may withhold any payments to the 
Contractor for the purpose of set off until such time as the exact amount of damages due the County from the Contractor is 
determined. 

29. TERMINATION OF AWARD FOR CONVENIENCE - The County may terminate the Agreement at any time by giving written 

notice to the Contractor of such termination and specifying the effective date thereof, at least thirty (30) calendar days before the 
effective date of such termination. In that event, all finished or unfinished goods/services, reports, materials(s) prepared or 
furnished by the Contractor under the Agreement shall, at the option of the County, become its property. If the Agreement is 
terminated by the County as provided herein, the Contractor shall be paid for all goods/services which have been authorized, 
provided, and approved up to the effective date of termination. The County will not be subject to any termination fees from the 

Contractor. 

30. FORCE MAJEURE - Force majeure shall be any of the following events: acts of God or the public enemy; compliance with any 

order, rule, regulation, decree, or request of any governmental authority or agency or person purporting to act therefore; acts 
of war, public disorder, rebellion, terrorism, or sabotage; floods, hurricanes, or other storms; strikes or labor disputes; or any 
other cause, whether or not of the class or kind specifically named or referred to herein, not within the reasonable control of the 
Party affected. A delay in or failure of performance of either Party shall not constitute a default hereunder nor be the basis for, or 
give rise to, any claim for damages, if and to the extent such delay or failure is caused by force majeure. The Party who is 
prevented from performing by force majeure shall be obligated, within a period not to exceed fourteen (14) days after the 
occurrence or detection of any such event, to give notice to the other Party setting forth in reasonable detail the nature thereof 
and the anticipated extent of the delay, and shall remedy such cause as soon as reasonably possible, as mutually agreed 
between the Parties. 

31. ASSIGNMENT - Bidder shall not assign this order or any monies to become due hereunder without the prior written consent of 

the County. Any assignment or attempt at assignment made without consent of the County shall be void. 

32. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY - The Contractor and all Subcontractors will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for 

employment because of race, creed, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, marital status, families with children, sexual 
orientation, disability or handicap, except where age and sex are essential bona fide occupational requirements, or where 
disability or handicap is a bona fide occupational disqualification. 

33. SPECIFIC DELIVERY SCHEDULE County holiday closures are typically New Year's Day, Martin Luther King's Day, Good 

Friday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day and the day following, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day. Deliveries generally will not be accepted on those dates. (Please note these dates on your calendars for 
deliveries, sales calls, etc. throughout the year.) 

Notice of a late delivery arrival should be made no more than twenty-four (24) hours prior to the originally scheduled time. Otherwise, 
the County may not be available to facilitate the receiving and the shipment will be returned to you or its originating point. 

 

34. TIME PERIOD - Offered pricing shall remain firm for a minimum of 60 days after the due date of the Bid unless indicated otherwise. 

Accepted pricing shall remain firm for the duration of the Agreement. 
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            35. EXTENSION - Any or all of the awards made as a result of this Request for Bid may be extended for an additional                                                                                   
period of time if mutually agreed between the parties. 

36. FREIGHT - Freight charges are to be included in the quoted price of the goods, rather than as a separate item unless otherwise 
noted. 

37. FOB POINT — The FOB Point, in terms of loss or damage, as well as where title to the goods is passed, shall be FOB - Destination. 

38. METHOD OF AWARDING - The County reserves the right to make awards based on the entire bid or on an item by item 
basis. However if you offer your bid based on an "all or none" condition, the County may consider your bid non-responsive and 
reject the entire bid. 

39. TAXES – Rutherford County is exempt from federal taxes but does pay applicable state sales tax and certain other use taxes. 
Taxes should not be included in the bid proposal unless so requested and these shall be reflected separately. Any charges for 
taxes from which the County is exempt will be deducted from invoices before payment is made. 

40. BID INFORMATION IS PUBLIC — All documents submitted with any bid shall become public documents and is subject to 
inspection under the 'Open Records Law'. By submitting any document to Rutherford County in connection with a bid, the submitting 
party recognizes this and waives any claim against the County and any of its officers and employees relating to the release of any 
document or information submitted. Each submitting party shall hold Rutherford County and its officers and employees harmless 
from any claims arising from the release of any document or information made available to the County arising from any bid 
opportunity. 

41. PURCHASE ORDER - A purchase order is an acceptance of your offer as stated in your bid. When a purchase order is accepted 
as an offer to buy, you must provide the County with a written acknowledgement of a promised ship date and freight carrier, 
or advise the County that merchandise has shipped or will ship on a particular time and date and the method of shipment. 

42. NO GIFT STANDARD – Rutherford County is committed to upholding the highest ethical standards in all of our business 
practices. This standard recognizes the need to avoid even the perception of improper gifts or favors to employees. Therefore, 
it is required that all vendors abide by our "No Gift" standard. The "No Gift" standard also applies to all offers of discounts or free 

items at any place of business targeted toward a County employee and not available to the general public, regardless of the value. 

43. SUSPENSIONS AND DEBARMENT - The Contractor certifies pursuant to 48 CFR Part 9 that neither it nor its principles are 
presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this 
Contract by any federal agency. The Contractor certifies that it is not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, 
declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in any contracts with Rutherford County or the State of North 
Carolina. 


