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A Glimpse of
Upcoming Events

 
May 5

MAYFestival
Rutherfordton

May 18-19
Dairy Goat Festival & Parade

Spindale

June 9
Lure of the Dragons Festival

& Parade
Lake Lure

June 16
 Last of the Mohicans 20th
Anniversary Film Screening
Chimney Rock at Chimney

Rock State Park

Visit our Events Calendar for
a complete list of county

activities.  To add your events

Dear Michelle,

While we have a lot of exciting news to share with you, I begin
with a bittersweet heart in announcing the departure of David
Robinson, TDA internal customer services manager.  To his
surprise, David was invited to be the director of hospitality
management at the luxurious Greenbrier Resort in West
Virginia.  Who could say no to that!
 
While we are sadden to see David go, we are incredibly
grateful for his dedicated service to our county.  David has
been instrumental in enhancing communications between the
TDA and you, the stakeholders, and his progress will only be
continued.  His contagious joy and wealth of expertise will be
missed dearly.
 
As we move through this team transition, our goal remains to
give you and our visitors exceptional customer service. In this
newsletter you will see examples of how that is already taking
place.  Our current projects are focused on building the
county-wide Visitor Information Network (VIN), which you will
learn more about in this issue.  As always, your feedback and
input are welcome anytime. 

The Bechtler House Museum &
Visitor's Center Grand Opening
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to our complete calendar,
please contact Jackie

Wallace at 828-287-6113 or
click here to email her. 

Quick Links
 

Our Website
 

 

As always, thank you for
being a part of Lake Lure
& the Blue Ridge Foothills
and its wonderful network

of accommodations, events,
restaurants and attractions. 

Please contact us with any
questions, comments or

concerns at:

Rutherford County TDA
T: 828-287-6113

Sincerely,

Michelle Yelton
Communications Manager,

Rutherford County TDA

In cooperation with the Town of Rutherfordton, the TDA
recently opened The Bechtler House Museum & Visitor's
Center, which is part of the TDA's new, county-wide Visitor
Information Network or VINetwork.  The historic home
originally belonged to the man who minted America's first gold
dollar coin and now doubles as a museum and visitor's center
during the town's 225th anniversary this year.

The Bechtler House is just one example of how the TDA and
towns across the county are working together to enhance our
assets and give each visitor a visit that caters to their diverse
interests. 

At the Bechtler House, guests can learn about the Bechtler
Mint's legacy in American history, Rutherford County heritage,
and tourism information.

Click here to see photos of The Bechtler House Museum &
Visitor's Center. 
 

TDA Launches New Visitor
Information Network (VINetwork)
Signage 
 
On April 16th, the Town of Spindale
approved placement for the TDA's first Visitor Information
Network (VINetwork) sign, which is part of a larger network of
signage to be placed around the county by the TDA. 
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A sample of the
VINetwork sign created

by ICC

Picture above is the VIN
Rack at Facebook's new

Data Center in Forest City
custom designed to fit

both TDA and Facebook
branding.  Thank you

Facebook! 

 

The initial sign is part of student
Tyler Moore's project for Eagle
Scout candidacy.  The sign frame
is near completion by classes at
Isothermal Community College and
Moore's entire project will include
bike racks, decorative brickbase
and porch columns. 

Spindale Mayor Mickey Bland was
given a discretionary donation from
The Stonecutter Foundation, of
which he contributed $500 to
Moore's signage project. 

The VINetwork signs are geared to
provide a variety of information to

enhance the visitor experience including QR codes and
websites for detailed information, as well as navigation to
other signs and centers across the county in the VINetwork. 
The TDA is grateful for Moore's investment in our county's
tourism efforts.

SAVE THE DATE -
2012 TDA Alliance Conference
 
Another friendly reminder to SAVE THE DATE for our
much-anticipated Alliance Conference on Thursday,
November 8, 2012.
 
The Alliance Conference is the best way to learn about the
latest in: 
 

Travel Trends 
Tourist Needs 
TDA Services 
& so much more! 

 
As we near the event, details about the exceptional guest
speakers, conference sessions and schedule will be posted. 

And it's FREE!! 
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For any questions, please contact Michelle Yelton at
828-980-2883 or michelle@mcconnellgroup.biz.

TDA Staff & Board Members
 
Michelle Whitaker - Executive Director
828-287-6113, Michelle.Whitaker@rutherfordcountync.gov

Jackie Wallace - Administrative Assistant
828-287-6113; Jackie.Wallace@rutherfordcountync.gov

Michelle Yelton - Communications Manager & Media Relations
The McConnell Group Public Relations
828-980-2883; michelle@mcconnellgroup.biz

TDA Board Members:
A directory of the current TDA Board members can be found
by clicking here.
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